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W hen an early morning traf-
fic stop turned violent in
Fort Shawnee earlier this
month, police officers tried
to end the conflict with a

Taser stun weapon, according to police
reports.

That didn’t work. Police say 20-year-
old John T. Sowders then struggled
with officers and stabbed one of them
in the hand. At that point, Sowders
was shot once in the chest and died.

The Taser was designed to offer a
“less-lethal” way to stop a conflict. Its
failure in this case contributed to Sow-
ders’ death. 

Local police officials say Tasers and
similar stun weapons may not be per-
fect, but they are generally a useful
step before lethal force is used.

Waynesfield Police Chief and Taser
trainer Nathan Motter said any

weapon has limits, but he likes the
options a Taser presents.

“A lot of times, just the mere pres-
ence of the Taser will diffuse the inci-
dent,” Motter said. 

A Taser is a projectile stun gun that
fires two probes connected to wires on
the weapon. When both probes make
contact with the target, the weapon
sends an electric pulse capable of
affecting the sensory and motor func-
tions of the peripheral nervous system.

Taser is a brand name of Taser
International, the leading maker of
such devices. Similar devices are made
by other companies, including Stinger
Systems, but Taser devices are the
most common in the Lima region.
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Police agencies in the
Lima area are using text

messaging, e-mail and social
networking websites to offer
warnings and other information
to residents. /B1

1
While Britain has a

public holiday to cele-
brate Prince William’s wed-
ding, one company is taking
the party one step further
with souvenir condoms.

2
Authorities in Colum-

bus seized about 2,800
pounds of marijuana with a
value of $3.5 million, as
well as almost $1 million in
cash in two raids.

3
Honduras’ president said

Saturday that ousted
leader Manuel Zelaya once told
him point-blank he wanted to
stay in power despite a consti-
tutional ban on re-election. 

4
Comcast Corp. took con-

trol of NBC Universal after
the government shackled its
behavior in the coming years
to protect online video services
such as Netflix and Hulu. 

5
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ST. MARYS — For the sec-
ond time in two weeks, an
area law-enforcement official
has shot and killed someone.

An Auglaize County sher-
iff’s deputy fatally shot Den-
nis R. Slone, a former police
officer, after he led law
enforcement on a low-speed
vehicle chase Friday evening
in St. Marys.

The deputy shot Slone after
he emerged with a handgun
from his Ford SUV in the
parking lot of Rough Rider

Express Marathon, off of
South Street south of down-
town, Auglaize County Sher-
iff Al Solomon said.

The deputy, who is not
being identified, has been
placed on paid administrative
leave pending an investiga-
tion by the Ohio Bureau of

Criminal Identification and
Investigation.

“At this point, we strongly
believe that procedure was fol-
lowed by the deputies and offi-
cers involved,” Solomon said.

The Sheriff’s Office received
a call that Slone, 42, of Way-
nesfield, was headed toward
St. Marys possibly with a
weapon to harm himself or
someone else. Solomon would
not release any more about
the call. 

Sheriff’s deputies and St.
Marys police officers located
Slone on the north side of the
city limits and pursued him

for about two miles. He got
out of the vehicle with the gun
and was shot by the deputy.

“All we are releasing is that
one deputy shot at and struck
Mr. Slone,” said Solomon, who
refused to speculate when
asked questions about Slone’s
mental state and whether he
may have planned to commit
suicide.

“We are not going to damage
the integrity of the case,” he
said. “We are going to let BCI
complete their investigation.”

The chase never exceeded
15 mph, St.  Mary’s Police
Chief Gregory Foxhoven said,
adding that Slone stopped at
red lights before going

NICK TURNER • The Lima News

St. Marys Police Chief Gregory Foxhoven (left) and
Auglaize County Sheriff Al Solomon brief members
of the press Saturday afternoon at the Auglaize
County Sheriff's Office in Wapakoneta. 

Tasers are not
perfect but a
good option
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Source: www.itaser.com
NATE WARNECKE • The Lima News

Pulse delivery method: Two small probes attached to 15-foot wires
Penetration: Up to two inches of clothing
Alternative use: Direct contact stun mode
Cost: $999 (X26) • $499 (M26)
Propellant: Replaceable cartridges containing 
compressed nitrogen to fire probes
Targeting: Red laser beam aids in aiming
Body: Taser is effective in delivering 
electric pulse to any area of the body

TASER X26

TASER M26

What does a Taser do? Delivers an incapacitating electric pulse that overrides the sensory 
and motor functions of the nervous system.

Effective range15 feet

1. Police officer fires
 Taser probes.

2. Two probes     
 enter target 
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A look at the type of Tasers the Fort Shawnee Police Department carries

JAY SOWERS • The Lima News

Area law enforcement officers, including members of the Fort Shawnee Police
Department, now carry Tasers like this one when on patrol.

CAIRO (AP) — With protests raging,
Egypt’s president named his intelligence
chief as his first-ever vice president on
Saturday, setting the stage for a succes-
sor as chaos engulfed the capital. Sol-
diers stood by — a few even joining the
demonstrators — and the death toll
from five days of anti-government fury
rose sharply to 74. 

Saturday’s fast-moving developments
across the north African nation marked a
sharp turning point in President Hosni
Mubarak’s three-decade rule of Egypt. 

Residents and shopkeepers in affluent
neighborhoods boarded up their houses
and stores against looters, who roamed
the streets with knives and sticks, steal-
ing what they could and destroying cars,
windows and street signs. Gunfire rang
out in some neighborhoods. 

Tanks and armored personnel carriers
fanned out across the city of 18 million,
guarding key government buildings, and
major tourist and archaeological sites.
Among those singled out for special pro-
tection was the Egyptian Museum,

• Associated Press

Egyptians carry an injured  protester
Saturday during clashes with anti-riot
police in Cairo, Egypt. Hundreds of anti-
government protesters returned to
Cairo’s central Tahrir Square, chanting
slogans against Hosni Mubarak just
hours after the Egyptian president fired
his Cabinet but refused to step down. 
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Stun
guns

Chaos
engulfs
Cairo

Mubarak points
to succession

SHOOTING VICTIM

Dennis R. Slone, 42, of
Waynesfield. 
St. Marys Police officer
from November 1995 to
February 1997

Auglaize deputy fatally shoots man
Victim was former police officer

See the Info Center on
LimaOhio.com to find how many
tasers area departments have.
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Taser projectile stun guns
also have the option of
being used at point-blank
range like a traditional
stun gun.
Pros and cons

Officers like the projec-
tile stun gun because it
offers the chance to control
an aggressive person while
staying several feet away. 

Critics contend it is often
used too quickly and can
cause serious harm to
those more susceptible to
its effects.

Even supporters of the
weapon say it isn’t perfect.
The fact that both projec-
tiles must connect with the
target, compounded by the
fact they spread apart in
flight, means it won’t
always work. The most
commonly used Tasers can
only fire once before being
reloaded.

Heavy winter clothing
can limit or block the
amount of charge reaching
the target. 

“Certainly, several layers
of clothing can limit the
effectiveness,” Motter said.

Details about what Sow-
ders was wearing the night
of the shooting have not
been released, but it was 22
degrees at the Allen
County Airport around the
time of the shooting.

“If it’s not able to make
good contact, then it’s not
useful,” Fort Shawnee
Police Chief Benjamin
Kehres said. Taser makes a
longer probe most depart-
ments use in winter situa-
tions, he said. 

Taser International’s
website says the devices
can transmit a pulse
through up to two inches of
clothing. If tension is put
on the connecting wires
after the probes connect,
the wires can detach or pull
the probe out of the target.

Even when the device
functions properly, it may
not work.

There have been
reported incidents of peo-
ple “fighting through” a
Taser shot.

“There are still people
out there who can work
through it,” Lima Police
Department Lt. Chip
Protsman said. 

There’s no clear research
on how often Tasers fail to
stop a subject, but Uniopo-
lis Police Chief Randy
Trayer said he’s not seen it
fail since he became an offi-
cer in 1975.

“I’ve not had a problem
with a Taser any time I’ve
deployed it,” he said. “I
don’t know any of my part-
ners who’ve had issues

with a Taser not doing the
job it’s supposed to do.” 

Proper training
To make the weapon

more effective, Taser Inter-
national requires users to
complete initial and annual
training. Motter is a certi-
fied trainer. Officers must
take the six-hour-mini-
mum course each year, he
said.

There are no state regu-
lations for Taser use, Mot-
ter said. 

Taser offers courses for
trainers. Motter said he
took a 20-hour course to
become an instructor and
must repeat a 16-hour
course every two years.

Two of the officers
involved in the Fort
Shawnee shooting had
Taser training in Decem-
ber. A third was last
trained in May 2008,
according to department
records. Kehres is a certi-
fied trainer.

“We try to look at all the
possible situations,” he
said of the training. “Obvi-
ously, you can’t address
every single situation that
is out there.” 

Trayer said one solution
in winter is to aim low.

“If you use the tool above
the waist, you’re going to
take a chance on the tool
not working the way it’s
supposed to work in the

winter,” he said. 
In addition to being

Uniopolis’ chief, Trayer is
also a Putnam County
sheriff’s deputy and co-
owner of the Cop Shop, a
Lima store that sells police
equipment.

Popular, but not 

everywhere
There are two similar

Tasers used by most local
officers: the M26 and the
X26. Both have the same
power level, but the X26 is
smaller and lighter. The
X26 also uses a “shaped
pulse” of electricity to pro-
vide similar effect with
lower total voltage deliv-
ered. 

Taser also makes the X3,
capable of firing up to three
times before being
reloaded, and the XREP, a
self-contained Taser car-
tridge that can be fired
from a shotgun, as well as a
modified shotgun designed
to shoot it. The X3 and
XREP are larger and not
usually carried by patrol
officers, Trayer said.

A survey of 10 local agen-
cies showed most officers
carry the X26. Of the
departments contacted by
The Lima News, most had
enough Tasers for each offi-
cer on duty. The weapons
are generally assigned per
shift, then passed on to the
next shift. The Lima Police

Department has 32 Tasers,
including two M26s. The
Putnam County Sheriff’s
Office has 12 Tasers. The
Allen County Sheriff’s
Office has eight. 

Van Wert County Sheriff
Stan Owens’ department
does not have any Tasers.
He said there’s not much
budget or need for them.

“I’ve never been sold on
Tasers,” he said. “I haven’t
really seen the need here.”

Lt. Raymond Haas of the
Van Wert Post of the Ohio
State Highway Patrol
agrees. He said he can only
recall Tasers being used
twice in the last 16 years.
“The people we encounter
tend to be less aggressive,”
he said.

Owens said the type of
offenders his deputies
encounter respond well to
other approaches and they
have a nonlethal option.
“We have our pepper spray,
and that seems to be effec-
tive to us.”

He said pepper spray
costs about $30 a canister.
The X26 costs around $800
and single-use cartridges
for it cost around $30 each.

In addition, Owens said
he has concerns about the
safety of Tasers, noting
that a small number of peo-
ple have died after being
hit with one.

“We’ve never had that
issue with our pepper
spray,” he said.

Owens’ and Haas’ obser-
vations about rural areas
seeing less use of Tasers
bears out with the informa-
tion from area depart-
ments.

Kehres said Fort
Shawnee had three Taser
deployments in 2010.
Protsman estimates Lima
officers use Tasers 80 to
100 times a year. Officials
contacted by The Lima
News did not have detailed
information on Taser use
because it isn’t usually
noted unless a problem
arises.

Net benefit
While the Taser may not

be the perfect weapon,
police officials in the region
say it does more good than
harm. While not 100 per-
cent effective, Protsman
believes the Taser has been
an effective tool for Lima
officers.

Motter said the weapons
reduce harm overall.

“I think without question
the Taser reduces officer
injuries and definitely pub-
lic injuries,” he said.
You can comment on this
story at www.limaohio.com.

The Lima News Sunday, Jan. 30, 2011 A7N A T I O N  

 2110 Spencerville Rd. 
 Lima, OH 45805
 419-227-2829
 www.bobjohnsshoes.com

 Source
 Justify  Sportster

 Dover Grace Purpose

 Hampshire
 Black or Brown

 Special 
 Pricing

 we have your size

 3 Convenient Locations
 2115 Allentown Rd.

 419-229-1040
 1835 1 ⁄ 2  Harding Hwy.

 419-879-1040
 1094 N. Cable Rd.
 Lima, Ohio 45805

 419-229-1040
 Please Call For an Appointment

 GET  $50  NOW
 Just come to Liberty Tax, let us do 

 your taxes and we’ll hand you 
 $50 cash on the spot!

 With paid tax preparation. Valid at participating locations. Cannot be combined with other offers or  used toward 
 past services. One coupon per return. Valid 1/1-2/15.

 Richard Nockowitz, M.D. of
 My Psychiatric Partner, LLC

 presents

 “Walk-In Thursdays” 
 Psychiatry Clinic

 On Walk-In Thursdays:
 • No appointment necessary
 • 8:15 am-11:45 am, 1:15 pm-5:15 pm
 • Cash pay only for walk-ins
 • 15 minute follow-up visit - $50
 • 30 minute initial visit - $100

 All major credit cards, debit cards, 
 checks and cash accepted

 1800 Allentown Rd., Lima, OH 45805

Source: Police and Sheriff departments NATE WARNECKE • The Lima News

   Model  Model
Department Officers Tasers M26 X26
Fort Shawnee 9 3 2 1
Lima PD 83 32 2 30
Allen County Sheriff 37 8 0 8
Putnam Sheriff 12 12 0 12
Auglaize Sheriff 16 8 0 8
Van Wert Sheriff 18 0 0 0
Hardin Sheriff 20 9 0 9
Celina PD 16 4 0 4
Wapak PD 12 8 0 8

How many Tasers do local departments own?

IRVINE, Calif. (MCT) —
Maybe the guy just wants
some company. 

That’s the speculation
about a wild bald eagle that’s
taken up residence right out-
side the Orange County
Zoo’s bald eagle exhibit. 

The bird of prey first
appeared last weekend and
has spent every morning
and evening since then
perched in a tree above the
zoo’s 6-year-old female bald
eagle, Olivia. The two have
been squawking back and
forth all week, said Donald
Zeigler, manager of the small
zoo in Irvine Regional Park. 

Bald eagles are spotted
from time to time in the
rolling foothills, oaks and
sycamores surrounding the
zoo, but never before has
one taken such an interest
in a zoo resident. Olivia is
kept at the zoo because an
eye injury prevents her
from being released back
into the wild. 

“It’s rare for the zoo to
have a bald eagle in the
exhibit and a wild one out-
side,” Zeigler said. “It’s
quite a little attraction.” 

Zookeepers can’t say if
the wild eagle is lingering
because it is attracted to the
resident eagle. Its smaller
size suggests it is male, but
its sex is still unknown. 

O.C. Parks posted video of
the wild eagle in a sycamore
tree last week. Ever since
then, birders and photogra-
phers have flocked to the
zoo, gathering before dawn
in hopes of seeing the crea-
ture take off to hunt for fish
in the early morning light. 

“He’s been showing up in
a tree 15 feet from the
female eagle like a creature
of habit,” said Linda Jones,
a wildlife photographer

from Irvine who has gone to
the zoo four times to snap
photos of the bird. “It’s so
cute. My guess is that there
aren’t any female eagles in
this area.” 

Bald eagles nearly went
extinct in the 1960s, due in
large part to the pesticide
DDT. The substance caused
the birds to lay thin-shelled
eggs that were nearly
impossible to hatch. DDT
was banned in 1972 and by
the 1990s, the bald eagle
population rebounded so
dramatically that they were
removed from the federal
endangered species list. 

With only a few hundred
mating pairs in California,
bald eagles are still a rela-
tively uncommon sight in the
state, according to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Many of the bald eagles
spotted in Southern Califor-
nia have a wing tag indicat-
ing that they were released
as part of a restoration pro-
gram on the Channel
Islands. The eagle at the
Orange County Zoo has no
such tag, however. 

One explanation for the
eagle’s visit is that the zoo
lies close to an abundant
food source: Santiago
Creek. Full of water from
recent rains, the creek is
teeming with fish and has
attracted other winged
hunters such as white-
tailed kite and osprey. 

For now, sightseers are
trying to get as much of the
bald eagle as they can
before it flies away for good. 

“We know this is so rare
and how hard it is to find
wildlife, especially here,”
Jones said. “You know he’s
going to realize she’s in a
cage and leave soon. So you
know it’s going to end.”  

Wild bald eagle roosting
outside O.C. Zoo’s exhibit

• Associated Press 

A wild bald eagle takes flight at sunrise in Irvine Regional
Park in Irvine, Calif. The rare bald eagle has been seen
near the Orange County Zoo’s captive eagle program.

JAY SOWERS • The Lima News

Area law enforcement officers now carry Tasers like
this one when on patrol.
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